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Requirements 

Minor 

To pursue a minor in Environmental Studies, one must complete any six courses  in 

Environmental Studies (code ES) (this includes courses offered by the ES department, 

courses offered from other departments and cross-listed with ES and Critical Thinking 

Seminars cross-listed with ES  )  

 

Concentration 

To pursue a concentration in Environmental Studies, one must complete any four courses 

in Environmental Studies (code ES) (this includes courses offered by the ES department, 

courses offered from other departments and cross-listed with ES and Critical Thinking 

Seminars cross-listed with ES   )  
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Cross-listing Policy 

University-wide Policy 

1. The individual departments are free to come up with their own policies regarding 

how many courses they will allow from other departments, but if no policy is 

specified then they will go with the default rule of 2 (for minor), and 3 for major. 

(SOA, for instance, has allowed up to 4 cross-listed courses not arising from the 

SOA programme. Cross-listed courses which arise from a department do not 

count as cross-listed when being considered for a programme in that department. 

So  Agrarian Sociology, SOA-319/ ES/ POL  will not be considered as a cross-listed 

course for SOA but will be considered as cross-listed for ES and POL) 

2. LMS will consider a department that comes first in the code as the department 

that has given the course. (Example: As Agrarian Sociology has a code SOA-319/ 

ES/ POL it will be primarily a sociology course, that has been cross-listed with 

EVS).  

3. Any courses that have been cross-listed can be counted for 2 or 3 requirements 

(Major, minors etc; for example, Agrarian Sociology can be counted to an EVS 

minor, a POL major/minor  as well as a Sociology major/minor) provided it follows 

the department's cross-listing policy 
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4. A CTS is first a CTS and then a course from a department, i.e. a CTS is a course 

that is considered arising from another department 

Department Policy 

1. The Department has no upper cap on the number of courses that you take from 

outside the department, as long as they are cross-listed with ES.   

(For Example: If you wish to take four courses from the Sociology Department, 

which have been cross-listed with ES, all four of those courses will be counted 

towards your EVS minor.) 
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Course Catalogue 

(From Monsoon 2017) 

 

Foundation Courses 

1. Environmental Studies 

Meghna Agarwal (Monsoon 2017, Spring 2018, Monsoon 2019) 

This course will provide students a broad understanding of environmental issues, 

especially focused on the dynamic human-environment relations. It will draw on an 

interdisciplinary framework, thereby enabling students to look at the environment 

within the broader historical, social, political, and biophysical perspectives. The 

overall focus of the course will be both global and India-focused, and it will expose 

students to some of the critical, contemporary environmental debates. 

 

Divya Karnad (Summer 2018, Spring 2019) 

This course attempts to provide a holistic understanding about our natural 

environment, with a focus on current issues related to the environment. This class 

will provide students with the tools to critically examine global environmental issues, 

problems and their solutions. Students will also be able to understand the impacts of 

these issues on social and ecological justice at multiple scales. This introductory 

course will cover topics including climate change, ecological systems, food 
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production, urban environments, environmental conservation and sustainable 

development, political ecology and environmental ethics. 

 

Aniket Aga (Monsoon 2018, Spring 2019, Monsoon 2019) 

 

The course introduces the interdisciplinary field of environmental studies – arguably 

the most urgent area of knowledge in contemporary India, and the world at large. 

We will focus on issues surrounding the use of natural resources, scarcity and 

justice. Alongside, we will examine politics, culture and inequality from the vantage 

of ecology. Taking cues from films, news, and popular culture, and drawing on 

history, political economy and ecology, the course will cover how human life has 

transformed the environment and how the environment underpins societal divisions 

and political cleavages.  

Mitul Baruah (Monsoon 2018, Summer 2019) 

This course is meant to introduce students to nature-society relations. We will 

examine the historical, social, and political processes that shape societal relations to 

resources and the natural environment. The overall learning outcomes of the course 

include: (a) to gain a broad understanding of some of today’s most pressing 

environmental issues, (b) to identify the key drivers of environmental changes over 

the past century, and (c) to acquire some of the tools necessary to critically examine 

(and contribute to) policy debates on the environment. The topics covered in this 

course include, but not limited to, the Anthropocene, political economy of nature, 
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political ecology, gender and environment, environmental justice, sustainability, 

food and agriculture, water, risks and hazards, and climate change. 
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Critical Thinking Seminars 

1. Animal Histories (CT-218/ ES/ HIS / ES-202 / HIS-206) 

Mahesh Rangarajan (Monsoon 2017, Monsoon 2018) 

It is impossible to disentangle the way we look at animals from how we look at 

people.  Mainly but not wholly focused on the modern world, the paper examines the 

way animal-human relations have changed over time. The course ranges over 

hunting and museums, animal science and empire, nation-making and nature 

protection, gender and nature. The ethical and political issue of how we define 

animals is critical to how we define the human condition in our times. 

  
2. Environment and Society (CT-4990-11/ ES/ SOA-1) 

Mitul Baruah (Monsoon 2017) 

This course is meant to introduce students to nature-society relations. We will 

examine the historical, social and political processes that shape the societal relations 

to resources and the natural environment. By the end of this course, students should 

be able to gain at least the following: (a) better understand some of today’s most 

pressing environmental issues (e.g. commodification of nature, neo-liberalization of 

nature, mass consumption and environmental implications, environmental 

(in)justice, food sovereignty, global water crisis, climate change, etc.); (b) identify the 

key drivers of environmental changes over the past century; and (c) receive the tools 

necessary to become an ‘environmental citizen,’ that is, someone who is able to 

critically engage with environmental issues as well as participate in the political 

processes shaping the environment. 
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3. Understanding Cooperation with Resource Management (CT-136-1) 

Divya Karnad (Spring 2019) 

This course lies at the intersection of economics and natural resource conservation, 

attempting to provide students a way to critically think through interdisciplinary 

problems.It will provide a background understanding about our natural 

environment and how issues related to resource depletion are being tackled. This 

class will provide students with the tools to critically examine global environmental 

issues, problems and their solutions. Students will also be able to understand the 

impacts of these issues on social justice at multiple scales. This course will cover 

topics including the basics of capitalist theory, socialism, game theory, common 

property theory and will include real world examples of struggles and cooperative 

solutions. 

 

4. Political Ecology (CT-214-1)  

Mitul Baruah (Spring 2019) 

This course is a critical exploration of the relations between biophysical nature and 

political economic processes: relations that are complex, historical, scalar, and 

sometimes dialectical.  As such, it examines the ways in which our understandings of 

nature are materially and discursively bound up with notions of culture, identity, 

and power. And in doing so, it debunks apolitical approaches to the environment, 

some of which tend to dominate global environmental discourses. The seminar will 

introduce students to some of the major debates, themes, and emerging directions 

in political ecology; and allow them to examine various environmental issues, from 

local to global, using political ecological perspectives that are fundamentally 
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interdisciplinary in nature. The course materials for this seminar will range from 

theoretically rigorous readings to case studies to field visits, among others.   
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Courses offered by The Department  

1. Understanding Conflict and Cooperation over Natural Resources (ES-216) 

Divya Karnad (Monsoon 2019) 

This course lies at the intersection of economics and natural resource conservation, 

attempting to provide students a way to critically think through interdisciplinary 

problems. It will provide a background understanding about our natural 

environment and how issues related to resource depletion are being tackled. This 

class will provide students with the tools to critically examine global environmental 

issues, problems and their solutions. Students will also be able to understand the 

impacts of these issues on social justice at multiple scales.This course will cover 

topics including the basics of capitalist theory, socialism, game theory, common 

property theory and will include real world examples of struggles and cooperative 

solutions. 

 

2. Decoding Genetically Modified Crops: The Global Politics of Agriculture and 

Biotechnology (ES-306/SoA-318) 

Aniket Aga (Monsoon 2019) 

Genetically modified (GM) are the subject of fierce global controversies. Nearly every 

aspect about them is disputed – from their role in “feeding the world” and their 

impacts with respect to yield and environment to regulatory policies and peoples’ 

notions of choice and ethics. This course examines the GM debate by looking at the 
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transformations of agriculture and agricultural sciences in the 20th century. It 

analyzes how private industry has sought profits from agriculture, and the 

consequent impacts on farming communities. This will help us grasp deeper issues 

that are often lost in heated anti/pro-GM arguments. Surveying controversies in 

India, the USA and other parts of the world, the course will demonstrate how the GM 

debate is shaped by the inter-related shifts in law, politics, and science. By way of 

examining the case of Bt cotton, Golden Rice, among others, the course ultimately 

invites the question: Where do GM crops fit in the landscape of the burning issues 

faced by the average farmer, if at all? 

3. Nature and Nation (HIS-334/ ES-320) 

Mahesh Rangarajan (Monsoon 2019) 

The relationship between nature and nation is a paradox of our times. All nation 

states claim to an extent o have boundaries defined by nature and many claim a part 

of nature as symbol: a mountain, a tree, an animal, a river. When and why nature 

came to be contested as symbol and resource in the name of the nation is the subject 

of study. The conquest of nature has often been part of the process of consolidation 

of the state's control, in cases as diverse as the US with the conquest of the West and 

of Siberia by Russia. More recently, the harnessing of nature via plan or market has 

been critical to the rise or fall of nation states.One key aspect of the relation is the 

project of saving nature. The creation of parks like Yellowstone in the US or Kruger 

in South Africa was not only about protecitng nature : it also sougjht to appropriate 

nature for a certian kind of nation. in a very different vein Soviet and Chinese state 

systems saw nature as challenge to to be met with in ideological terms whether it was 

conservation in the USSR or the Great Leap Forward campaign of Mao. An important 

dimension is of race, conquest and imperium, with the Nazi party in war time 

Europe and Japan trying to mould not only nature but humans in a new image. 
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4. Battles over Nature: Towards a Global History of the Environment (HIS-406/ 

ES-303-1) 

Mahesh Rangarajan (Monsoon 2017, Monsoon 2018) 

A global environmental history poses a challenge even at a conceptual let alone in 

terms of where and how to draw the line around what to study. The paper focuses on 

state-making, science and the interactions that shaped and were in turn affected by 

the natural world. Its main focus is on the age of European empire but it draws on 

the US, and on African and Asian histories of nature and peoples. The attempt will be 

to pick and unpack key themes that relate nature to history and the pursuit of power 

to ecological outcomes and processes. (B-year, repeatable). Note: this course is 

intended for both 3rd and 4th-year majors and minors. 

 

5. Exploring Life in the Neighborhood Lab (BIO-101/ ES-104) 

Meghna Agarwal (Offered every Spring Semester) 

The goal of this lab course is to introduce students to their local ecosystem and the 

biological world by involving both fieldwork and lab work. The course will also have 

open-ended exercises, wherein students will be encouraged to come up with small 

questions and seek answers by experimentation. We will first observe patterns in 

nature using field ecology. We will then learn to test natural laws by translating field 

ecology into lab experiments. Since this is a mandatory lab course for students 

majoring in Biology, this will involve both theory and experiments related to biology 

only 

 

6. Critical Agrarian Studies (SOA-402/ ES-301-1)  
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Mitul Baruah (Spring 2018) 

This course presents a multi-disciplinary perspective on the modern transformation 

of the countryside of the world. The rise of a capitalist mode of production, the 

global hegemony of western science and technology, the “development” project, 

globalization, and neoliberalization have impacted the countryside enormously, 

reshaping rural economies and natural environment in the countryside. However, 

these processes have not gone unchallenged from below, as evidenced by the rise of 

peasant movements globally. The course will bring together wide-ranging theoretical 

perspectives on agrarian questions and introduce students to some of these 

complexities of global agrarian transformations, processes of dispossession, and 

peasants’ movements from around the world. This course will also allow students to 

undertake field-based projects to understand agrarian transformations in rural 

Haryana. 

 

7. State, Society and Ecology in South Asia (1800-2000) (HIS-403/ ES-401-1) 

Mahesh Rangarajan (Spring 2019) 

The course links together different facets of state-building socio-cultural and 

economic transformation and ecological change over a two-century period. It will 

contrast and compare different regions in the early and later period of colonial rule 

and the early phase of independence. While examining the implications of the shifts 

under Company and then Crown rule, it also seeks to place South Asia in the wider 

context of the Asian mainland and the Indian Ocean. Technical and even more so 

legal changes had major implications for the way land and water, forests and 
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animals, transport routes and seas were controlled and used, conserved or abused. 

More often than not, what was at stake were not only competing claims on resources 

but different ideas of what nature did or did not mean for different actors. Of special 

interest is the 20th century when there were intense debates on the future course of 

development and the actual trajectories after the mid-twentieth century. There is a 

rich vein of fresh work on the politics of nature not only in India, but Nepal, Burma 

and Sri Lanka. The city, as much as the country, forest, coast, and river, is an arena 

of the contest and remaking. South Asia is not only home to over a billion and a half 

people, but also more than one in ten mammals and over 30,000 flowering plants. 

The regions; recent emergence as a hub of economic growth has environmental 

implications both within and without the sub-continent. How far present-day 

changes are an unmaking of the ecological fabric or its re-naturing is an ever-present 

question. 

8. Decoding Genetically Modified Crops: The Global Politics of Agriculture and 

Biotechnology  (ES-306/ SOA-318) 

Aniket Aga (Monsoon 2018) 

 

9. The Right to Water (SOA-312/ ES-305) 

Mitul Baruah (Monsoon 2018) 

Water is life-giving and non-substitutable. In July 2010, the UN General Assembly 

adopted a resolution that recognized the right to safe and clean drinking water and 

sanitation as a human right. Yet, nearly a billion people in the world lack access to 

safe drinking water; water-related diseases and deaths remain one of the biggest 

nightmares in the Global South; and conflicts over water are pervasive globally, 
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across different scales. At the same time, commoditization, privatization, and 

corporate thefts of water are on the rise; and water-related infrastructures, such as 

dams and canals, continue to threaten the survival of many, while further deepening 

social inequalities. Hence, water justice remains a rallying cry among scholars, 

activists, community leaders, and policy-makers, and it is perhaps one of the most 

pivotal issues facing India in the 21st century.This interdisciplinary course will 

expose students to various discourses and debates on water and water governance, 

as well as some of the important water struggles from around the world. Overall, it 

will provide students with a critical understanding of the relations between and 

water and society. 

10. Introduction to GIS and Remote Sensing (ES-211) 

Meghna Agarwal (Spring 2019) 

This course teaches you basic skills of GIS and remote sensing. It aims to teach 

through experience and expects that students will be able to conduct their own 

mini-projects by the end of the course. Students should be able to make beautiful 

maps on everything from resettlement following a dam construction to changing 

political choices in different parts of the world. Students should also be able to 

answer questions through their own analyses on: where to place windmills, whether 

deforestation has occurred in a given area and why, map flood risk and damages, 

glacial retreat and basically any topic in environmental studies.  

11. Agriculture, Food and Sustainability (ES-213/ SOA/ POL) 

Aniket Aga (Spring 2018) 
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It is increasingly clear that the unrelenting trend of farmers’ suicides, ecological 

degradation, farm indebtedness and the crisis of hunger and malnutrition are 

linked. This course critically examines recent attempts toward building sustainable 

food and farming systems and raises the question of justice in debates over 

sustainability. 

The course will begin with an examination of the Green Revolution model, which 

took capital intensive agriculture global, and its political and ecological 

consequences. It then examines other paradigms, that were marginalized in the 20th 

century, but which have been resurrected and re-invented in the search for 

sustainable and just alternatives. Specifically, the course analyses the promises and 

perils of organic agriculture, agriculture based on genetically modified organisms 

and gene editing, consumer-led food and fair trade movements, and zero budget 

natural farming – the last is being widely adopted in India, with Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana taking the lead. 

 

12. Constructing Natural & Anthropogenic Realities: Narratives of the Himalayas in 

Transition (ES-308/ SOA-218)  

This course seeks to provide a worm’s eye view of the fragile Himalayan ecosystem by 

unearthing important dimensions of nature and its changing interface with human 

domains through an interdisciplinary socio-ecological as well as historical 

perspective. The dynamics behind changing contextual conditions and the resulting 

impact on natural spheres is particularly highlighted besides reviewing and 

generating discourses on conservation concerns as well as the feasibility of 

sustainable trajectories of development for this significant mountain landscape.  
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Exposure to case studies emanating from different geographical realms of the 

Himalayan arc on varied environmental issues, concerns and conservation outcomes 

will form an integral part of the course content. Insights from the faculty-member’s 

inter-temporal mapping of the Western Himalayas over a long period of time, 

including appropriate field research tools for the region and anecdotes on the 

triumphs and tribulations of field work will be initiated at relevant junctures of the 

course work so as to compensate for the inability to undertake actual 

field-observation trails in the region. 

 

13. Agrarian Sociology: Land, Culture and Power (SOA-319/ ES/ POL) 

Mitul Baruah (Spring 2018) 

How has capitalism impacted the agrarian landscape of the world? Have these 

impacts been homogenous over time and space? In what ways have these impacts 

been further deepened in the age of neoliberalism? How has the agrarian population 

responded to the capitalist/neoliberal forces? This course investigates such questions 

to understand the modern transformations of the rural, agrarian world and the 

broader socio-political implications thereof. It covers a wide range of issues: from 

the classical agrarian question to contemporary agrarian issues such as green 

revolution and its legacies, food regimes, food sovereignty, farmer suicides, land 

(and water) grab, organic farming, slow food movement, transnational peasant 

movements, etc. The course will also involve field-based projects, thereby exposing 

students to contemporary agrarian transformations in India in general and Sonipat, 

Haryana in particular.   
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Prerequisites: This course is cross-listed with Political Science. Only 3rd-year 

students who are yet to complete their methods requirement from the Political 

Science Department are allowed to opt for it.  
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Cross-listed Courses from Other Departments 

1. Being Human: Anthropology of the Anthropocene (SOA-306/ ES-204-1) 

Kathryn Collins Hardy (Monsoon 2018) 

Anthropology, as the “study of man,” has long been centred around human sociality. 

But have humans shifted the terms on which other species live their lives as well? 

This course derives its title from the proposal that we, as humans, have so thoroughly 

changed the physical makeup of the world that the earth itself has entered a new 

geological phase, inescapably tied to human activity. In this moment in which nature 

and culture are utterly intertwined, how might we inquire into the social relations of 

forests, animals, machines, and mountains with the tools of anthropology? How can 

the concept of the ‘Anthropocene’ throw new light on humans themselves? 

  

2. Public International Law (R-204/ ES-207) 

Joanna Korey,Lavanya Rajamani (Spring 2018) 

Lavanya Rajamani (Spring 2019) 

This course will cover the fundamentals of international law - the nature and sources 

of international law, the law of treaties, the relationship between international law 

and national law, international legal personality, jurisdiction, State responsibility, 

the procedures for peaceful settlement of disputes, and the use of force. These topics 
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will be considered in a broader policy context, and with an eye to shedding light on 

contemporary international practice. 

This course will weave in several case studies applying the fundamentals of 

international law to the area of the environment, in particular, climate change. The 

case studies will address the challenges in regulating the complex ‘super wicked’ 

problem of climate change; the negotiation and interpretation of treaties that 

comprise the UN Climate Change regime, in particular the 2015 Paris Agreement; 

India’s approach to international law in the multilateral climate negotiations; the 

recourse, if any, that ‘victims’ of climate change may have, before international 

dispute settlement fora; and, the intersections between different areas of 

international law (climate change law with human rights, for instance). This course 

will also explore a few other select international legal issues of contemporary 

relevance to India and the world, as for instance the Italian Marines Case, and the 

US-led air strikes in Syria. 

Prerequisites: A student must have completed a 100 level IR course before opting for 

a higher level course in IR. This course has a cap of 20 students. 

3. Seminar in Ecocriticism: Conquests of Nature (ENG-320/ ES-306-1) 

Alexander Robert Phillips and Saikat Majumdar (Monsoon 2018) 

This course investigates the politics and aesthetics of environmental degradation. 

We will understand the rhetoric of a “conquest of nature” as one that was historically 

used to explain and justify the human subjugation of the more-than-human world. 

But we will also consider nature as something that can “conquer” too, that is, that 
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can overcome efforts at human control. We will consider questions such as, what 

does it mean to say an environment is “degraded?” Where does art stand relative to 

global environmental stress? What are the intersections of environmental 

degradation and other global social problems? Drawing on a variety of media and 

genres, we will ask about the aesthetic, philosophical, political, and scientific 

problems raised when nature becomes the object of human domination. 

4. Ecological Echoes: Introduction to Reporting the Environment (MS-307/ ES-304) 

Tisha Srivastav (Monsoon 2018) 

Through in-class assignments, field trip and periodic guest lectures by Indian field 

environmentalist/ reporters, expect a clear introduction to reportage on the 

environment. This will have an India focus and broad topics will include wildlife, 

pollution, and climate change. With a month dedicated to each respectively. A 

combination of data analysis/visualization, visual writing and video production 

techniques, either online or broadcast as precursors to this course is recommended. 

 

This will culminate in a Climate Change Project for final grading. In class 

participation in guest lectures, workshops and class quizzes will be a major part of 

the grading process 

While the course is conducted at the Media lab, there will be weekend 

outdoor/station trips, as part of the curriculum 
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Previous knowledge/skill set of journalistic writing/video making on phone or video/ 

DSLR camera independently is desirable. Students with a keen interest in 

environmental studies/ topics/ journalism/ filming will be preferred. 

5. Studies in Literature and the Environment (ENG-214/ ES-212)  

Alexander Robert Phillips (Spring 2019) 

The second half of the twentieth century saw the maturation of modern 

environmental politics. By the 1990s an array of national and international 

environmental advocacy organizations, activist movements, and green political 

parties had emerged to put ecological concerns on the political agenda. Literature, 

too, had been thinking about the environment since well before there was an 

environmentalism, and yet literary studies at the close of the 20th century seemed to 

be lagging in confronting the threats to the Earth, its systems, and its inhabitants. 

Ecocriticism is a label that has emerged for the various and sometimes conflicting 

theoretical interventions that seek to correct this apparent anthropocentrism. This 

course begins with ecocriticism’s effort to re-orient literary theory around nature 

starting in the 1990s and follows the debates that unfold from there. Through 

readings of theoretical, fictional, and non-fictional texts we will explore the key 

problems in imagining the more-than-human. How does the more-than-human 

determine our ways of reading and writing? How can we theorize the environment 

and environmental crisis? Does it even make sense to think about fiction and 

abstract theory when the physical reality of environmental stress puts so many 

human and non-human beings at risk?   
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Student Grant 

The Environmental Studies department offers a fellowship for original research in 

Environmental Studies in both the term breaks of Summer and Winter. ES minors and ES 

concentrations will be given preference for consideration for this grant. The fellowship is 

advertised by the department usually in early-December and early-April for winter and 

summer breaks respectively. A sample proposal is attached on the next page. 

The email id for the grant is evs.fellowship@ashoka.edu.in. 
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Application for Research Funds – Spring 2019 

Department of Environmental Studies, Ashoka University 

  

Name:  

Year: Roll No.: 

Major: Minor: 

Adviser:  

  

Research question 

Briefly indicate the research question you wish to investigate (250 words or less) 
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Total Budget:  Funds sought from EVS (Limit INR 10,000): 

Locations of research: 

Dates for research project (must begin after end of Spring term, and a substantial portion 

should be completed before start of Monsoon term 2019): 

 
  

1. What is the focus of your research? How does it contribute to existing scholarship? 

[750 words or less] 
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2. What evidence will you need to collect to answer your research question? How will 

you go about collecting and analysing this evidence? Please be as detailed as possible. 

[750 words or less] 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

3. Detailed budget including break ups of travel, lodging, research infrastructure, and 

any other significant expense. 
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I understand that: 

·      Projects may not be fully funded. 

·      Candidates must secure requisite approvals and permits for the research, and confirm the 

same before April 30, 2019. 

·      Receipts must be preserved, and will be asked for. 

·      Reports of research undertaken and data analysis will be due September 15, 2019. 

·      All successful candidates will present their research to EVS department and other 

awardees at an event organized in Monsoon, 2019. 

  

Signature:  Date: 
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Guidelines for the Environmental Studies Honours Thesis 

(Spring 2020) 

1. An Ashoka Scholars Programme (ASP) student can choose to write an Honours thesis 

undernthe supervision of an EVS faculty member. 

2. The student must have taken at least 6 courses offered by, or cross-listed with, EVS. 

3. The student should have taken at least one methods course related to their field of 

interest. 

4. A student planning to work with Meghna Agarwala should have taken her Thesis 

Development Seminar in Year 3. (This condition will not apply in 2020-21.) 

5. The student should identify a potential supervisor by December in Year 3 to discuss thesis 

prerequisites and draft a research proposal. (This condition will not apply in 2020-21. 

Instead, for the current academic year, a preliminary proposal of 1000 words should be 

submitted by 31 May. The final proposal should be presented at the start of the Monsoon 

term.) 

6. The summer between semesters 6 and 7 should be used for preliminary fieldwork. 

7. The research proposal should be defended in August in Year 4. 

8. The final thesis should be no more than 15,000 words and cover 8 credits (4 each 

semester). The thesis will be evaluated by the faculty advisor and, potentially, another 

Ashoka faculty member. 

9. The thesis should be submitted by the beginning of April in Year 4. 

 

 

 


